Running Head: RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MENTAL HEALTH AND MURDER                 1

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MENTAL HEALTH AND MURDER                                          2







Relationship between Mental Health and Murder
Name
Institution









Relationship between Mental Health and Murder
[bookmark: _GoBack]The occurrence of violence is very much distressing and has a far-reaching impact on those who are affected directly and those who are not. People have often wanted answers and explanations as to why violence takes place and why some think that there is a relation between violence and mental illness. The link between mental health problems and murder has been widely assumed. Many people believe, much like I did before carrying out the research, the people who suffer from mental illnesses including bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, depression, and anxiety are more likely to be more violent to an extend of committing serious offenses such as murder. However, there is minimal evidence to back this but a 2006 national survey found out that 60% of the citizens of the US believe those people with schizophrenia have a higher probability of becoming more violent than those not affected while another group of around 32% believes that those with depression would be more violent compared to those seen as mentally stable. Within the media, stories of crimes that are committed by individuals with mental health issues are typically more of a story and concern than those carried out by others. Research has brought to light the fact that many individuals get their degrading perceptions of mentally ill people from the media; the media tends to exaggerate and stereotype people with mental health issues. Another factor that has a significant effect is the view that those that are suffering from mental illness are deemed to be possessed by demons, a belief that persists in some cultures. This research will dwell on some key things or areas that are relevant to any understanding of the connection between mental health issues and violence such as murder.

